It is very important that the poliovirus is eradicated as it has caused serious and permanent disabilities during the present century. In order to achieve success in the rehabilitation of poliomyelitis patients the role of vaccination campaigns as an essential part of preventive medical care should be appreciated. After every vaccination campaign successful results have been obtained. Thus we are optimistic that if these vaccination campaigns are carried out successful results will be achieved as was obtained after the 1985 vaccination campaign. As is understood from our report, according to the results of the 1985 vaccination campaign successful long-term results have been achieved. The results of the 1995 campaign will also be seen at a future date as this article does not report them. We appreciate the cooperation and support given by WHO during the staging of these campaigns.
Introduction
The polio virus has caused disability in millions of children during this century. Therefore the World Health Organization (WHO) aims to repeat the success that was achieved with chicken pox. WHO is targeting global eradication of poliomyelitis by the year
2000.
1 Vaccination campaigns and various preventive medicine programs have been carried out for this purpose. The goal is that there should be no clinical case of polio virus infection and no virus in the samples taken from the population and the environ ment? In many developing countries, vaccination campaigns and vaccination days are arranged for this purpose.
Outstanding success has been achieved on the Table 1 ). From 1986, that is after the vaccination campaign, the characteristics of the patients recorded as new, old or unknown in the registers are shown in Table 2 . New cases of poliomyelitis and the number of deaths from poliomyelitis between 1980 -1994 registered by the Ministry of Health are shown in Tables 3 and 4 respectively. The morbidity and mortality rates during the same period are shown in Tables 5 and 6 .
Materials and methods

Records of
Discussion
Global eradication of poliomyelitis is targeted by the year 2000. In some regions of the world, eradication of poliomyelitis has been successful, but developing countries cannot approach this target. WHO has categorized countries according to the incidence of poliomyelitis cases and the rate of vaccination. Category A includes countries where none have been recorded for the last 3 years, the poliovirus vaccination rate is over 60% and a reliable registered system exists.
Turkey is listed in Category C according to the data of
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The incidence of poliomyelitis decreased dramati cally in the USA with the use of IPV and OPV. Each year fewer than ten patients were reported and these were shown to develop due to vaccine. However in some regions the vaccination campaign was started in order to increase the seroconversion rate, as in developing countries.
9 A vaccination campaign con trolled a poliomyelitis endemic in Gambia, but a few years later a major poliomyelitis epidemic developed. 
